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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Hello AAA Brisbane Members.    
 
As a consequence of the occurrence of the Coronavirus (COVID-19) Pandemic, all upcoming events, such as - 

“Third Friday of the Month Drinks Nights” and “Battle of the Coral Sea Wreath-laying Ceremony which was 

proposed for Saturday 9th May 2020” have been duly cancelled.   In lieu of “The Battle of the Coral Sea 

Wreath-laying Ceremony”, a floral tribute will be laid at the Australian American Memorial, Newstead Park 

on Saturday 9th May 2020, by AAA Brisbane Treasurer Teresa Pokoj and myself.  

 

The decision to cancel these events is unfortunate, and all other future events planned for this year such as 

July 4th Independence Day, October 7th Annual General Meeting, November 26th Thanksgiving Dinner and 

the December Christmas Party, will be reviewed in due course, to determine when we can resume the 

planning of these events. In this regard, we will keep you updated.  

 

 Any inconvenience caused is sincerely regretted and your understanding during this period of uncertainty 

would be greatly appreciated.  My committee and I thank all who have supported our events in the past, 

and we trust that you will all keep safe and healthy during these tentative and most challenging times. 

 

If you are in need of the Association’s assistance, to please contact us by telephone: 07 3554 1039, or email:  
admin@aaabrisbane.com 
 
For those of you who may be interested, on the following page is information on the “US Coronavirus Aid, 
Relief, and Economic Security Act” (the CARES Act). 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Mike Harris  
President 
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US STIMULUS PAYMENTS 
 
As you may know, US Congress passed the Coronavirus Aid Relief and Economic Security Act (CARES Act) last week. 
 
This Act contains a number of measures including stimulus payments. Much of the administrative details are still 
being worked out by US Treasury and the IRS but the following are known. 
 
The stimulus payments, which are technically called advanced credits are $1,200.00 for each adult and $500.00 for 
each qualifying child. There are income limits which apply and a phaseout range when the credits are reduced or 
eliminated. Single filers with incomes below $75,000.00 and married filing jointly under $150,000.00 will receive the 
full amounts. 
 

This advance credit is available to qualifying US Citizens, Resident Aliens, and Nationals who have a valid 

SSN. The credit is not available for taxpayers who are nonresident aliens during the year, except for those 

ITIN (Individual Tax Identification Number) holders who are married to a member of the US Armed Forces 

or are members of the Armed Forces themselves (in TY2019). 

 

The IRS will be making electronic payment a priority. They will be relying on 2018 and 2019 income tax 

returns for correct eligibility information and are encouraging those who haven’t filed in prior years to do so 

now. For those who have taxes due these credits will not be seized for payment of back dues. Receipt of the 

credit payment will require access to a bank account in the USA. 

 
For those who only have Social Security the IRS will rely on the records associated with their Form SSA-1099 
(distribution statement) for the payment so it is important to have this up to date. 

 

Taxpayers with past-due returns or tax filing requirements should file to receive the payment and take 

advantage of the various extensions and lax IRS enforcement directives.  

 

Taxpayers who do not have SSA/RRB income and who want or need the advance checks should e-File one 

of either TY2018 or TY2019 returns as soon as they can. Paper filing and amendments take too long to 

process if a taxpayer wishes to receive or increase the immediate payment.  
 
The IRS is encouraging all qualifying taxpayers to file simple returns electronically with contact and account details so 
it can facilitate payment. It is encouraging electronic filing to avoid ID theft and fraud potentially associated with 
paper. 
 
These processes above are new and evolving and may change over time. Also there is the possibility of Congress 
making further stimulus payments. 
 
If you have questions please call Alex on 617 3535 1253 for further information. 
 

 


