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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
Greetings to all of our members. We have entered a 
strange landscape with COVID-19, and it’s clear that the 
crisis is not yet behind us. The Pandemic has hit us all very 
hard, but some harder than others, particularly our 
colleagues in the Southern States.  Instinctively, we sense 
that things will never be quite the same, but what that 
means for us, as an Association, following the lifting of 
COVID-19 restrictions, only time will tell.  Nevertheless, I 
am very optimistic about our Brisbane Association’s future 
prospects and also, those of our other States & Territories.   
 

Accordingly, for the rest of this year, our Brisbane 
Association’s future events, have been planned as follows:  

 Wednesday 28th October - Annual General Meeting. 

 Friday 30th October - Evening Drinks Meetup (NB: date 

of November Evening Drinks Meetup yet to be advised). 

 Friday 27th November - Thanksgiving Dinner. 

 Friday 18th December - Christmas Dinner. 

 (Please refer to page 7 of this Newsletter for specific 

details on the starting-times and the venues for all the 

above events). 

 

If you haven’t already re-newed your membership, please 
do so well before the AGM. And, with our AGM just 
around the corner, I’d like to invite any member who 
wishes to nominate for a position on our Management 
Committee to do so. Members are also welcome to 
contact me with any helpful suggestions they may have, in 
the running of our Association. We very much need your 
help in organizing our future events and also, your 
attendance at these events, Please phone 3554 1093 or 
email us at admin@aaabrisbane.com if you would like to 
help us. 
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Our AAA Brisbane Association was invited by the 

Queensland State Government to lay a wreath at the "End 

of World War II Commemoration" held at the ANZAC 

Shrine Brisbane, Australia on 15th August 2020.  Members 

of our committee – Teresa Pokoj (Treasurer), Barry Thiess 

(Life Member & Committee Member) and myself, 

attended this commemoration. The event was also 

attended by our Association's Patron, the Governor of 

Queensland the Hon Paul de Jersey, the Queensland 

Premier the Hon Anastacia Palaszczuk and the Brisbane 

Lord Mayor the Hon Adrian Schrinner. 

A number of World War II veterans attended, and the 

service was well represented by Australian Defence Force 

personnel, including a very impressive Honour-Guard 

made up of Army, Navy and Air Force men and women. 

The Australian Army Brass Band also played splendidly 

during the service. There was also a fly-over during the 

service by a veteran Spitfire from World War II. 

Fortunately, the weather was good to us and the 

ceremony went very well. Our Patron the Governor, the 

Hon Paul de Jersey, mixed with the World War 2 veterans 

and other guests at the end of the service. Our Treasurer 

Teresa made a wreath from Jasmine vines and other 

flowers from her garden, which everyone at the service 

admired. 

 

Sincere Gratitude to Mark and Sharon Messer. 

I would like to express our sincere gratitude to husband 

and wife AAA Brisbane management committee members 

- Mark and Sharon Messer, who are leaving our 

committee and returning to the US for family reasons. We 

will certainly miss you both and thank you for your many 

contributions over the past couple of years, including 

managing our website and facebook. Gladly, Mark and 

Sharon will still be in contact with us and so, take care and 

keep safe, the both of you. 

 

I am also very thankful to all who have supported us in 

2020, and we hope you will continue to keep safe and 

healthy during these uncertain times. If you are in need of 

any assistance please contact us. 

 

Yours fraternally, 

 

Mike Harris,  

President. 
 

 

AUSTRALIAN AMERICAN ASSOCIATION- 

BRISBANE - LIFE MEMBERS REMEMBERED 

September 3rd marks the Birthday of two stalwart life 

members of the Australian American Association Brisbane. 

One is Dolores Garland who passed away in 2010 and the 

other Keith Victorsen OAM who celebrated his 93rd 

Birthday. 

Both were stalwart members of the Association and 

contributed much of their time and effort to the 

organisation. Dolores and her Husband Jack were 

respectively Presidents of the Association, Dolores having 

served as President of the Ladies Auxiliary. 

Keith also served on the committee over many years 

when the Association enjoyed a large and vibrant 

membership with numerous events over the calendar 

years of the 60’s, 70’s and 80’s. Keith has also served in 

the Royal United Service Institute over many years and 

was instrumental in inviting USS Lexington Survivors to 

the institute in 2002 on their first visit. 

It is through the efforts of Jack and Dolores who put the 

organisation to the forefront in Brisbane celebrating U.S./ 

Australian events, and marked Coral Sea as a significant 

commemoration on the Brisbane calendar that carries on 

to this day. It was an annual event on Dolores’ and Keith’s 

Birthdays that we would honour them with an afternoon 

tea and ‘death by chocolate’ at the Stamford Plaza. Sadly 

age and health reasons brought an end the frivolity prior 

to Dolores passing.     

 
The Late Dolores Garland was a life member and 
President of the Women’s Auxiliary of the AAA Brisbane.  
She had an enthusiastic group of ladies who assisted the 
male Committee members at various events. 
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A ship function hosted by the USS Essex Carrier Group 
Commander - Rear Admiral Richard Landolt. Pictured 
from left to right - Malcolm Thiess, Betty Thiess, RADM 
Landolt, Barry Thiess Life Member, Barbara Victorsen 
and Keith Victorsen OAM and a Life Member. 
 

 
President of the Australian American Association Jack 
Garland and his wife Dolores. Jack and Dolores Garland 
were gracious hosts in their roles as Presidents of the 
AAA and AAA Women’s Auxiliary, shown here welcoming 
U.S. Consular guests to a Thanksgiving event in 1969. 
 

 
Jack and Dolores Garland gave much to the AAA in time 
and support and garnered social publicity in their roles. 
The above photo was taken at an Independence Day 
Dinner at the Victoria League Club New Farm, which 
they attended as Past Presidents.     

 

75th Anniversary of the Surrender of 
Imperial Japan to the Allies. Extracts & Photos 

taken from Wikipedia, the free encyclopaedia. The surrender of 
Imperial Japan was announced by Emperor Hirohito on 
August 15 and formally signed on September 2, 
1945, bringing the hostilities of World War II to a close. 
By the end of July 1945, the Imperial Japanese 
Navy (I.J.N.) was incapable of conducting major 
operations and an Allied invasion of Japan was 
imminent.  

Together with the British Empire and China, the United 
States called for the unconditional surrender of the 
Japanese armed forces in the Potsdam Declaration on 
July 26, 1945—the alternative being "prompt and utter 
destruction". While publicly stating their intent to fight 
on to the bitter end, Japan's leaders (the Supreme 
Council for the Direction of the War, also known as the 
"Big Six") were privately making entreaties to the 
publicly neutral Soviet Union to mediate peace on terms 
more favourable to the Japanese. While maintaining a 
sufficient level of diplomatic engagement with the 
Japanese to give them the impression they might be 
willing to mediate, the Soviets were covertly preparing 
to attack Japanese forces in Manchuria and Korea (in 
addition to South Sakhalin and the Kuril Islands) in 
fulfilment of promises they had secretly made to the 
United States and the United-Kingdom at 
the Tehran and Yalta Conferences. 

On August 6, 1945, at 8:15am local time, the United 
States detonated an atomic bomb over the Japanese city 
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of Hiroshima. Sixteen hours later, American 
President Harry S. Truman called again for Japan's 
surrender, warning them to "expect a rain of ruin from 
the air, the like of which has never been seen on this 
earth." Late in the evening of August 8, 1945, in 
accordance with the Yalta agreements, but in violation of 
the Soviet–Japanese Neutrality Pact, the Soviet Union 
declared war on Japan, and soon after midnight on 
August 9, 1945, the Soviet Union invaded the Imperial 
Japanese puppet state of Manchukuo. Hours later, the 
United States dropped a second atomic bomb, this time 
on the Japanese city of Nagasaki.  

Following these events, Emperor Hirohito intervened and 
ordered the Supreme Council for the Direction of the 
War to accept the terms the Allies had set down in 
the Potsdam Declaration for ending the war. After 
several more days of behind-the-scenes negotiations 
and a failed coup d'état, Emperor Hirohito gave a 
recorded radio address across the Empire on August 15. 
In the radio address, called the Jewel Voice 

Broadcast (玉音放送, Gyokuon-hōsō), he announced the 
surrender of Japan to the Allies.  On August 28, 
the occupation of Japan led by the Supreme Commander 
for the Allied Powers began. The surrender ceremony 
was held on September 2, aboard the United States Navy 
battleship USS Missouri, at which officials from 
the Japanese government signed the Japanese 
Instrument of Surrender, thereby ending the hostilities.  

 
Japanese foreign affairs minister  Mamoru 
Shigemitsu signs the Japanese Instrument of Surrender  
aboard the USS Missouri  as General Richard K. 
Sutherland watches, September 2, 1945 [By US Army 
Signal Corps photographer LT. Stephen E. Korpanty]. 

 
Hatazō Adachi, the commander of the Japanese 18th 
Army in New Guinea, surrenders his sword to the 
commander of the Royal Australian Army 6th 
Division, Lieutenant General Horace Robertson. 

Allied civilians and military personnel alike celebrated   
V-J Day, the end of the war; however, isolated soldiers 
and personnel from Japan's far-flung forces 
throughout Asia and the Pacific refused to surrender for 
months and years afterwards, some even refusing into 
the 1970s. The role of the atomic bombings in Japan's 
unconditional surrender, and the ethics of the two 
attacks, is still debated. The state of war formally ended 
when the Treaty of San Francisco came into force on 
April 28, 1952. Four more years passed before Japan and 
the Soviet Union signed the Soviet–Japanese Joint 
Declaration of 1956, which formally brought an end to 
their state of war. 

 

MEMORIES OF RECENT EVENTS  

Commemoration of 75th anniversary of 
the end of World War II, 15th August 2020 

The Australian American Association - Brisbane, was 
invited by the Queensland Government to lay a wreath 
at the "End of World War II Commemoration" held at the 
ANZAC Shrine Brisbane City.  Members of our AAA 
committee – Teresa Pokoj (Treasurer), Barry Thiess (Life 
Member) and Mike Harris (President) attended the 
commemoration.  
 
The event was also attended by our Association's Patron-
the Governor of Queensland, the Honourable Paul de 
Jersey, the Queensland Premier the Honourable 
Anastacia Palaszczuk and the Brisbane Lord Mayor the 
Honourable Adrian Schrinner.  
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A number of World War II veterans attended, and the 
service was well represented by Australian Defence 
Force personnel, including a very impressive Honour-
Guard made up of Army, Navy and Air Force men and 
women. The Australian Army Brass Band also played 
very well during the service.  
 
There was a flyover during the service by a veteran 
"Spitfire" from World War II. Our Patron the Governor, 
the Hon Paul de Jersey, mixed with the World War II 
veterans and other guests at the end of the 
service.  Teresa, our Secretary, made a wreath from 
Jasmine vines and other flowers taken from her garden, 
which everyone at the service admired.   

 

 
Arrival of our AAA Brisbane Association’s Patron, the 

Honourable Paul de Jersey Governor of Queensland. 

 

 
Arrival of Queensland Premier the Honourable 

Anastacia Palaszczuk. 

 
Arrival of Brisbane Lord Mayor the Honourable Adrian 

Schrinner. 
 

 
Salute by the very impressive-looking Australian Army 

contingent of the Australian Defence Force Honour 

Guard. 
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The Governor of Queensland, His Excellency the               

Honourable Paul De Jersey, speaking with a WWII 

Veteran. 
 

 

 

 
AAA Brisbane President, Mike Harris, laid his 

Association’s wreath at the Commemoration of the 75th 

Anniversary of the End of World War II service. 

 
AAA-Brisbane Treasurer, Teresa Pokoj, holding 

the wreath she made with flowers from her 

garden, standing with Pinky Singh, LNP 

Candidate for the State Seat of McConnell. 
 

 
Coral Sea Commemorative Association President & AAA-

Brisbane Life Member Barry Thiess, also laid a wreath at 

the service. 
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AAA-Brisbane President Mike Harris, standing with 
Coral Sea Commemorative Association President & 
AAA-Brisbane Life Member, Barry Thiess. 

 

    
 Wednesday 28th October at 6:30pm - Annual General 

Meeting at the Polish Club, 10 Marie Street Milton. 

 Friday 30th October at 6pm - Evening Drinks Meetup 

and you will be advised of the venue by email. 

 Friday 27th November at 6:30pm - Thanksgiving 

Dinner at the Ship Inn, Sidon Street South Bank. 

 Friday 18th December at 6pm - Christmas Dinner at the 

Polish Club, 10 Marie Street Milton. 
 

 
Social Drinks Meetup at the Polish Club Milton, held earlier 

this year. Our guest of Honour was AAA Federal President 

Mr Noel Milner (seated second from left). 

         
 

THE AAA WELCOMES ITS NEW MEMBERS  
It’s great to see the following 9 new members: 

- Kim Battistella 
- Matthew Dean 
- Kenneth Lorme 
- Richard Male 
- Timothy Rijken Herman 
- Makayla Ryan 
- Mike Sobyra 

- Kim Jubb 
- Terry Aronson  

A warm welcome to all who have just joined us.  

 

 

BIRTHDAY & WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES 
One of our Association’s long-standing 
members and past-committee member - Joan 
Burlew OAM, has turned 95 years young. Joan 
was born on 6th September 1925 and has also 
for many years, been President of the 

American Legion, Auxiliary. We all wish Joan a 
very Happy Birthday! 

 

 
                    Joan celebrating her 95thyear. 

 

Please let us know if you have any 

forthcoming birthdays or anniversaries, and 
we will insert then in the next Quarterly 
(December 2020) AAA Brisbane Newsletter.   
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        Veterans Care Association 

SUPPORTING VETERANS & THEIR FAMILIES TO 
HEALTH AND WELLBEING 
The Veterans Care Association (VCA) is an Australian 

organisation set up to support returning veterans and 

their families to overcome Post Traumatic Stress 

Disorder (PTSD) and other challenges, in returning to 

civilian life. The VCA gives practical direct support to 

our wounded, injured and sick, and acts as a central 

hub for Veterans Services, bringing together traditional 

medical practitioners, therapists, councillors and more, 

to support the veteran’s journey to good health and 

vitality.  Should any veteran or their family require 

support, please contact the Veterans Care 

Association at: - 2 Victoria Park Road, Kelvin Grove 

Qld 4059.  Ph: 0403 270 515   

Support@veteranscare.com.au 

 
 

AAA BRISBANE WISHES TO THANK ITS MOST 

GENEROUS SUPPORTERS: 

 The Brisbane City Council.   

 The Hon Trevor Evans MP - Federal 

Member for Brisbane, and -  

 The Hon Tim Nicholls MP - State 

Member for Clayfield. 
 

MacArthur Museum Brisbane 
 

 

 

 
 RSL Coorparoo 

 

 
 

 

 
The Norman Hotel 
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